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EDITORIAL 


In accepting the position of Editor of this ‘’’Club Magazine’ | was under the 
impression that the job entailed ‘‘editing’’ articles from members. This however does not 
appear to be the case - more likely is the title of “Author” for such a position. This is, 
as mentioned, a Club magazine and as such ought to be representative of the Club asa 
whole. To do this successfully there must be articies of varying types from all branches 
of the club not, as in this edition, from two branches only. Please may | ask that each 
branch make a New Year's resolution to appoint a ‘’Praeclarvm Correspondent” who will 


in fact do something to improve this situation which exists at present. 
May | take this opportunity, however, of thanking all those who have bothered to 
Put pen to paper, and finger to trigger (camera that is) over the past twelve months and 


hope that others will follow their example in 1971. 


Christmas Wishes to all and happy article writing for the New Year. 
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MESSAGE FROM FEDERAL PRESIDENT - DAVID C. JONES 


To all members of our Club: 


We in Victoria are busy on the organising of the 1971 Federal Rally in 
Shepparton on 12th, 13th and 14th June. We are sorry to have to inform 
members that the Company has seen fit not to send us the two cylinder car 
for thisevent. This is a disappointment but with the problems that the 
Company are going through at the moment one can quite understand their 


decision. 


| wish all club members throughout Australia, and their families, an 


enjoyable Christmas and a very happy, safe and prosperous New Year. 
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NOTE FROM EDITOR 


Would any members having spare copies of previous editions of ‘Praeclarvm’ please 
be kind enough to forward them to me so that a number of requests may be fulfilled. 
One of the most important requests has come from the company’s Technical Information 
Officer at Crewe. 


Copies of Volume 4, Numbers 1, 2 and 3 are available from me at a cost of $1.00 
each (including postage). 


ALL READERS PLEASE NOTE: 
CORRECTION TO FEDERAL RALLY RESULTS - 1970 


The winner of the Overall Concours d'Elegance, together with the Age and 
Authenticity trophy was ‘Alice’, the 1920 Silver Ghost owned by our Federal President, 
David Jones. 


This car was purchased by David from the Nareeb Estate in Melbourne in 
December 1964. The car has covered a very low mileage for its age and is completely 
Original in all aspects. It has won the Victorian Branch Concours d'Elegance twice, the 
Age and Authenticity trophy at Federal Rallies twice, together with the Federal 
Concours 1970. It was voted the best Vintage Car in Victoria by the combined vintage 
car clubs and has also won the President’s trophy and has been classified ‘A’ by the 
National Trust, to be kept in Australia at all costs. Allin all avery ‘desirable vehicle’ - 
you lucky boy David!! Editor. 
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ALEXANDRA PALACE CAR AUCTION, LONDON 
(from our ‘on-the-spot reporter’ Tom Clarke) 


This annual event in North London, held in the enormous if somewhat ramshackle 
“Alley Palley’’ on the 4th of November, attracted a large following but few outstanding 
cars. 


A wide range of miscelfanea and RR spares were offered and a list of prices follows 
this article. Sitting on the runningboard of the Maharajah of Jaipur’s Phantom III, 1 saw 
Gavin Sandford-Morgan glide by furtively. We proceeded to view the action from the 
rear seat of a 1927 Buick Tourer!! 


A feature of the auction was the number of cars passed in because high reserves 
were set for really quite mediocre vehicles. Prices for miscellanea, however, were high 
with volumes of autocar and similar series of 1895 to about 1906 fetching £85 each. 


| quizzed a number of owners who admitted that they removed tools and fittings 
before the auction because they felt it wouldn't affect prices, and the owner of a superb 
4% W.QO. Bentley replica, again didn't get his price having had it passed in at the auction 
near Nottingham in September - £4500, but | believe he wanted £7000. 


For RR Owners only: (or those with a well fined pocket. Ed.) 

1937 P.INl Barker Sedanca-de-Ville ex Maharajah of Jaipur, 21,000 miles almost 
certainly genuine, but the rather heavy sloping tail body was mellowed. Passed in 
at £2900. The picture in November ‘Motor Sport’ page 1260 is not correct. 
1914 S.G. Landaulet Chassis 60 LB. Very original, good order despite orange 
colours, ex Maharajah of Rewa. Excellent buying at £6800. See November 


‘Motor Sport’ 1970. 


1934 20/25, GNC-77 Drop Head Coupe by Abbott. ‘‘Restored” for the auction 
and passed in at £1100. Surprising really as this rare coachwork is scarce. 


1936 20/25 GLU-70 Barker Saloon, swept-tail. Rather mellowed. £650. 


1937 P.lll 3 AX 135. James Young touring saloon. Above average. Excellent 
engine. Passed in at £1400. 


1937 PAli 3 CP 178. Sedanca-de-Ville, although roof welded together, probably 
the nicest there. £900. 


1937 Pll 3 BV 164 Hooper 6 light-limousine. A very dignified well preserved 
Plait. £1350. 
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ALEXANDRA PALACE CAR AUCTION, LONDON (Cont'd) 


1937 Bentley 4% Supercharged Sports. B1i6KT. A real special in superb order. 
Passed in at £1600, owned by Rusty Russ-Turner. 


1938 Bentley 4% Park Ward Sports Saloon. B107 LE. Engine H2 BG. in superb 
fully restored order with the maroon-black colours, rather traditional. Passed in 
at £800. 


1939 MkV. 4%. B20 AW. One of only 20 made and very Mk VI’sh. Good order. 
Ex Sir Arthur Sidgreaves. £750. 


1940 Wraith. WEC 24. Mulliner razor-edge saloon. Elegant but mellowed. 
£1000. Fair buying. 


1923 20 hp Cooper conversion from Tourer to Saloon. Quite pretty and in 
excellent order. £1500. 


1927 20 hp GRJ-41. Horsefield replica torpedo sided tourer. Superb restoration. 
Passed in at £2700. 


1932 20/25 GMV-34. Hooper Sports Saloon with boot, looking like a scaled-down 
P.Il Continental. £700. Good buying for a red badge. 


1933 20/25 GTZ-63. Pretty, but very amateur “restoration’’. 5 seat Mulliner 
limousine. £900. Fairly expensive. 


1920 S.G. Handbook £24; same 1914 £54; P.Ill handbook £10; 19235S.G. oil 
reservoir £26; oil pressure gauge £6. 


Other prices: 1913 Rover, 12hp, £2400. 
1896 Arnold Benz Dog Cart, £4000. 
1902 Arrol Johnston 12hp, £4200. Passed in. 
1902 De Dietrich 4 cyl., £10,600. 
1906 Darracg, £4000. 
1932 Alvis Silver Eagle, £450. Passed in. 
Snakes head brass horn, £105. 
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QUEENSLAND BRANCH NOTES by DAVID McPHEE 


In October, the Queensland Branch held, what was voted by all, its best outing yet. 
This was a run west over the Great Dividing Range, to the Darling Downs and the historic 
property ‘‘Talgai’. 


Members had the pleasure of seeing, in the home grounds of Talgai Homestead 
two Dawns, two Clouds, two Ghosts, two SI Bentleys, one R Type, and two Mk VI 
Bentleys. The photographs speak volumes, but from them one cannot see the truly 
magnificent weather and hospitality which made the day. The atmosphere so created 
was helped by the flag flying at full mast overhead, and member Col McLeod's Piper 
“Comache” parked at the rear gate. 


Readers can get Bill Fleming’s impressions of the day by reading his article ‘The 
Ghosts Go West” in this issue. 


Readers of Praeclarvm throughout Australia are probably not familiar with the 
new members from Queensland. For anyone visiting the Sunshine State we list below 
the current office bearers, and assure them of a warm welcome. 


President - David McPhee, 56 Elizabeth Street, Toowong. 
(1909 Silver Ghost, Mk VI Bentley) 


Secretary - Fred Haughtey, 1157 Gympie Road, Aspley. 
(Silver Cloud | Hooper) 


Vice Presidents - Barney Lyne, 179 Lutwyche Road, Windsor. 
(Silver Cloud 1) 


- Eric Kilvert, Wharf Street, Bentleigh. 
(20 hp, 25-30 hp) 


Librarian/Registrat - Brad Page, ““Quambaloo”, Becketts Road, Aspley. 
(Phantom | R Type Bentley) 


SECRETARY - FRED HAUGHTEY'S SILVER CLOUD 1. Body by Hooper. 
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THE GHOSTS GO WEST by BILL FLEMING 


In October the Queensland Branch went to "‘Talgai’’, which being translated means 
“The Place of a Skull’, It was here that the famed ’‘Talgai Skull” was found. Of course 
you know what the Talgai Skull is, don’t you? Now be honest. Well if you are as ignorant 
as | was before October, and here | address my remarks principally to Southerners, | will 
enlighten you. The Talgai Skull was dug up on ‘'Talgai’’ ever so many years ago. It spent 
some forty years propping open the door of a share-farmer's cottage. It spent more years 
adorning, if that is the word, the sideboard in the main dining room of the homestead. 
And it has now been positively identified as Neanderthal,or Palaeolithic or somesuch, and 
the oldest human remains found in this country; which all goes to prove, if any further 
proof were needed, that Queensland is definitely the Senior State of the Commonwealth, 
and everyone south of the Tweed is a Newchum! 


Our reason for going to *‘Talgai’’ was not to view this no longer missing link, or to 
revel in our undoubted seniority, but because we had very kindly been invited by Doug 
Panton and his wife Dorothy to spend the day on the Downs. Doug, in adopting the role 
of squatter, has gone one better than most. ‘‘Talgai’’ was one of the great stations of the 
Darling Downs in the early days, being taken up originally by the Clarks who obviously 
had pots of money, for they built a homestead that is sheer delight; A rambling single- 
storeyed sandstone building with massive chimneys and as solid as the day it was finished. 
Having recently been enlightened regarding the home-making instincts of the female of the 
species, | have no doubt Dorothy has been the driving force behind the restoration work. 
This has entailed interior painting, replacement of timber, roof repair, erection of a flag- 
pole (old pattern British Embassy type in an Asian country - where the higher you goes 
the more “‘face’’ you gets) and a very large antique acquisition programme to fill the 
numerous rooms the way they ought to be filled. 


As with all Rolls-Royce outings it was the getting there and the coming home that 
completed the day. The Brisbane District Contingent was to meet at the Oxley Fire 
Station at 9.00 a.m. Your scribe and family arrived a little late, the lateness deriving not 
from any desire to be fashionable, but from the recovery of various comestibles that had 
been stowed on the runningboard and which in some vigorous cornering had strewn them- 
selves across a main trunk road.* My father, an old sailor, was later heard to snarl something 
to the effect that ‘‘young fools nowadays can’t even tie a half bloody hitch’’. Anyway we 
were soon underway again until we came across Larry Colclough’'s Silver Ghost 27 FW 
waiting (!) by the side of the road. This necessitated a further companionable half hour 
or so and then we proceeded in company to the Fire Station. 


*(Note: A 2 gallon plastic water container projected on a bitumen road at an angle of 
6° and forward velocity 36 mph will continue in generally the same direction for a 
distance of 128 yards and will suffer only superficial damage resulting in minimum loss 
of contents.) 
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THE GHOSTS GO WEST (Cont'd) 


Here to our consternation we found nobody but our good President in some 
modern car, | think it may have been a Bentley, and he stated that the Clouds and Dawns 
despairing of ‘repairs’ being effected in time, had wafted off towards Cunningham's Gap. 
Really! The insult! The ignorance! And then to confound the issue further ‘’E! 
Presidente” sportingly declared he would ‘shepherd’ us up the Range. My oh my those 
two Ghosts fairly boiled with indignation (oops, sorry - it’s only Phantoms that boil). 
Should we turn back and make off in a cloud of high dudgeon? Would we go off ona 
picnic of our own? All courses were considered, every plan weighed, but eventually we 
agreed that, although a nuisance, it would be unfair to allow the Bentley and our 
President to go up the Range by themselves. What if they couldn't make if? So Talgai 
it was to be and for mile after mile the two great Ghosts swept on - mine with Auster 
screen and hood and ladies looking lady-like; Larry's hoodless, with windscreen raked, 
exhaust cut-out wide open, and full of boys, the chief one being now my father, who 
had shed a good thirty years and simply could not be prised out of the navigator’s seat; 
while the Bentley stayed in its rightful place ten lengths right flank rear. 


Cunningham's Gap is a good long grade, admirably suited to the gait of a Ghost; 
sweeping views over the coastal plain on the eastern side, a capping of rain forest at the 
top, cool and shaded with the scent of the bush and the ker-whooping crack of the 
whip-birds, and then the long swoop down the other side to the rolling patches of blacks, 
greens and yellows and the richness of the Darling Downs. 


THE MAGNIFICENT LINE-UP IN FRONT OF THE HOMESTEAD 
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THE GHOSTS GO WEST (Cont'd) 


Then on to “‘Talgai”, its drive-way lined with splendid motor cars, their owners and 
passengers relaxing on the huge eastern Loggia - quite the perfect setting, and most 
pleasant company (even allowing for the chap who greeted me with ‘‘Ah - you car was 
the one that was playing up, was it?’') But all was forgiven in a few drinks and then the 
tour of the house, the men duly awed by the technical problems of stone masonry, the 
women concerned about the technicalities of making a king-size double bed and suchlike 
important things. These concerns were bandied about and duly solved during lunch, 
which was the usual picnic style under some rather splendid bunya-bunya pines. Talgai 
Man and his friends used to feast on the bunya, which produces a pine-cone varying from 
football to very big medicine ball size and holds the most scrumptious nuts. The cone 
often weighs upwards of 60 ib, so when it drops from 100 ft. or so it does so with a very 
satisfying thump. If one has parked a Silver Cloud beneath the tree the thump is satis- 
fying only to the wreckers. | am happy to record it was not the bunya season. 
(Understandable when one’s car has a fabric hood - Ed.) 


Then after lunch there was a bit of re-shuffling of cars for picture taking, the 
Ghosts being a little reluctant to shift from their post-prandial doze, but the results as 
you can see from the published pictures, were most satisfactory. 


“GHOSTLY PRESENCE AT TALGAI"” ON THE DRIVEWAY (SOME OF THE CARS) 
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THE GHOSTS GO WEST (Cont'd) 


Soon it was time to go and we all had to head reluctantly for home. It was not 
without incident. Colin McLeod went straight over the edge of the Great Dividing 
Range - but seeing he was flying an aeroplane it didn't really matter - while the others 
headed their various ways to Toowoomba, Clifton and Brisbane. We came down the 
Heifer Creek Road, a nicely winding route through very picturesque gorges and cuttings, 
where both Ghosts were able to produce very satisfying back-fires the effect of which, 
on the occupants of a small saloon car sandwiched between, would have repaid psycho- 
logical study. From Heifer Creek, about another two hours of driving in the crisp night 
air got us home. 


This was my first long run in a Ghost for quite a few years, and all the fun | 
remembered was there; the exhilaration, the stares, the waves and smiles and cheeky 
comments from the gallery; the wonderful feeling of power and mastery; the sense of 
irresistable but leashed might. This is the first time | can recall when | have realized that 
when one does over 200 miles in an open Ghost in a day one has really been motoring. 
In the twenties people used muscles for ordinary things like riding horses and going for 
walks, while wind blowing in the eyes was the norm. Now wind comes only when the 
escalator is speeded up to cope with the Christmas rush, muscles are used for languidly 
poking electric buttons, while on the marshmallow side with an engine that does what it 
wants quite regardless of the driver, are what we have learnt to expect. Is driving a 
Silver Shadow really motoring? - | fear that it’s not. 


| explained afl this to my wife, how in this flabby flatuent age what one could 
quite rightly call the manly muscles are now unemployed and thus it was natural that 
she should be feeling weary and tired with the odd twinging ache. It was, | stated, all a 
symbol of our decline as a people. From the hardy rugged self-sufficiency of Talgai Man 
we had become soft and soppy; we were becoming decadent. It was not the car that 
was uncomfortable, but rather that in the evolution of the species we had developed in 
a way that found it difficult to appreciate the full luxury of the comfort that it provided. 
It wasn't that it was less comfortable than modern cars, it was just more comfortable in 
a different way. 


Gradually the glow of enlightenment o’erspread her face. ‘‘Ah, | see’’ she said 
“‘you mean it jumps and jerks.’ 
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LONDON TO EDINBURGH (Cont'd) 


Following the article on L-E‘s in the April edition (Volume 4, Number 2) by Fred 
Robinson and also the history of 49 FW L-E replica shown in the August Edition, 
correspondence has been received from Kenneth Neve. He writes as follows: 


“If, as a well known maker of motor cars is reported as saying, history is bunk then 
bunk is interesting stuff: Especially when it is good concentrated history like those notes 
from Fred Robinson of Australia which we read in the Praeclarvm. 


Only one bit of his writing is bunk in the modern sense; the piece where he says 
“Mr. Neve will be disappointed to learn that there are at least two (i.e. underslung L-E 


cars) in Australia..." Far from disappointment, my reaction to this news is simple delight 
that two more of these elusive and exclusive machines are still to be seen. If Fred 
Robinson would be kind enough to send some photographs of 1826E and 1884, parti- 
cularly of the brackets for the rear spring swivel pins, he might help us to establish which 


car is which. 


Fred Robinson gets a bit mixed up in re-telling what Mr. Ford (the ‘Motor Sport’ 
correspondent, not the motor maker) wrote and what | wrote in that magazine, but 
never mind, apart from detail the facts are not far off, whichever of us said them. There 
seems to be enough interest in the Brooklands car to risk the reporting of a little more 
L-E history which was told to me in South Africa a couple of months ago. 


My journeyings took me to Cape Town, and certain academic associations as well 
as Rolls-Royce interest offered excuse enough to calf upon G.R.N. Minchin, Neville 
Minchin is known to all educated Rolls-Royce owners as the author of ‘Under My Bonnet’ 
and ‘The Silver Lady’, not to mention a motoring thrifler in the Dornford Yates manner 
called ‘N7’. 


THE 1911 LONDON-EDINBURGH-TYPE SILVER GHOST (CHASSIS 1701€) 
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LONDON TO EDINBURGH (Cont'd) 


All his life he has been a sporting motorist with all the right ideas. In ‘Under My 
Bonnet’, which was published in 1950, he wrote of the ‘Silver Ghost’ that ‘.. a specially 
tuned model had driven from London to Edinburgh in top gear, averaging 23 miles per 
gallon, and on Brooklands track had done 101 miles an hour...’ The implication in this 
sentence, even stronger if you read it in context, is that the L-E car and the Brooklands 
car were one and the same. 


Neville Minchin told me without hesitation that there was but one chassis. This he 
knew because he drove it many times when it was owned by E.M. Lees who was with him 
at Cambridge. He was able to report early morning speed trials during which it achieved 
76-78 mph, and remembers the livery of the touring body as grey with an aluminium 
bonnet. This bit of news coming as confirmation of earlier indications vastly relieved this 
restorer, whose fingers were still tender from rubbing down grey body paint and whose 
nerves still jangle at the thought of the ‘‘Black and Decker”’ slipping while drilling those 
200 odd rivet holes in a polished aluminium bonnet.” 


Farris Palfreyman and Val Stocks have also confirmed that the restorations of their 
underslung L-E replicas are still progressing. The spring brackets are of the Y shaped 
fabricated design which you see on the original L-E and not the rough casting type of the 
Brooklands car. Val Stocks has drawn attention to the fact that this bracket is about 3” 
deeper than that of the standard cantilever Silver Ghost in order to keep the height of the 
spring below the rear axle. The bracket is a sophisticated design holding the outside of 
the swivel pin which takes the upward thrust of the spring. The swivel pin is hollow 
forming an oil reservoir to lubricate its two moving surfaces. It is secured on the inside 
by another bracket bolted to the tubular crossmember. 


(Ed. Note: Kenneth Neve still does not answer the question of brackets - or does he? 
Note brackets on original L-E car shownon page 11.) 


E.W. HIVES AND THE “STREAMLINED” “L-E”". ROLLS-ROYCE AT BROOKLANDS, 1912 
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HOME THOUGHTS FROM ABROAD 
(alternatively “Out the Back”) by PEREGRINE 


| began my tour of England for RR cars and miscellanea with no clear plan of where 
to go and what to get. And just as well for it just unfolds before you. 


As | was staying in Windsor it wasn't a long trip to the Halfway Garages, near 
Reading in Berkshire. In stock were a couple of above average 20/25's in excess of 
£1300. Fairly expensive by U.K. standards. ‘‘Qut the back” wasa derelict 20/25,a 
sight soon to become familiar. Rather than let some parts ‘‘disappear’’ 1 bought them 
for ‘‘future reference’. Next to the 20/25 were 2 pre-war Bentleys, minus bodies and 
engine, providing fertiliser for the blackberries! A shed contained parts from RR’s long 
since buried down the road in Newbury. Leonard Potter had some nice pre-war examples 
including a 1920 S.G. at £3250, very cheap | thought, for an open car. 


Continuing on down to Devon one goes through many villages with small but viable 
RR garages, serving the local gentry. These garages are usually rather tight-lipped and the 
parts discarded ‘’out the back”’ inaccessible. An exception to this was an excellent 
garage in Wraughton. Upon telephoning the mechanic | learned that the open cars (a 
20/25, 4% W.O.) were off to America and the other cars (4 20/25’s P.II|) were local ones 
in for service. Unadorned chassis were propped up around the walls. 


Near Totnes in Cornwall 1 came across a 1936 25/30 fitted with the last replace- 
ment head available from Rolls-Royce. A bit messy after 10 years standing. Despite 
parts having been removed it was good at £350. 


By scanning advertising magazines | regularly came across people offering amongst 
other things, a set of 20 hp workshop tools, an original RR grease gun, and the occasional 
lolling chassis or wreck. A number of garages also clear out pre-war engine parts in this 
way, rather than the usual scrapping. This is still prevalent - upon seeing a gentleman 
from whom | wished to buy a pair of trumpet horns, | discovered in his garage a 1914 
S.G.dynamo, 20hp tools. it transpired he was a part-time wrecker. He assured me, and 
1 believe it, that wrecking a RR is better than selling it whole. 1 fled after he described 
wrecking cars from 1914 to the 1930's and was currently working on a 1929 20/25. 


| wanted to see the ‘Complete Automobilist’’ in Baston near Peterborough. A 
good drive up the Al to Huntingdon then Warboys to see Adams and Oliver first. They 
have a fascinating set up of workshops, covered display and garages and a converted 
house for offices. | always writhe when the original RR hand tools, so scare nowadays, 
are used in the workshops. A & O always have a couple of 20/25’s converted into station 
wagons-cum-hearses and even a S.G. 1920 shooting brake. The usual flock of abandoned 
Mk VI Bentleys are ‘‘out the back’’. Over to Great Clidding (?) about 12 m. west to see 
their spares depot. A fair collection of pre-war heads and much post-war material was in 
evidence. But ‘out the back”’ was the graveyard of about 40 cars and innumerable 
post-war Bentleys | didn’t count. 


It was a sad sight - some cars acting as Warrens for shock dampers, engine trays 
etc, I’m glad to say that some enthusiasts have now started on wrecks and one PIII, 
engineless, is to be restored. Ace extensions, pedal rubbers and engine gaskets are easy 
to get at A & O. Better than Rippons who have been slow to get the spares service going. 


On to my destination, the ‘Complete Automobilist’’, staffed by enthusiastic if lost 
internees. The proprietor appeared shortly after my arrival on his 1910 tricycle. The 
range of new and original accessories is truly excellent and viewing rather than a postal 
selection is a must. 
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HOME THOUGHTS FROM ABROAD (Cont'd) 


Included amongst cars for sale by Antique Automobiles, next door, was a 25/30 
2 door sports coupe with dicky, a rather American idea, and a P.| with 4 door boat tail 
tourer coachwork (original) in pristine order. 


Incidentally replica boat tail P.I’s are “in” for restorers here. Don Shiel has started 
something ..... and a fine K2 Hispano representing the (now defunct) opposition. | 
motored 5 miles further north to Benshe with one of the C.A. staff to see a range of RR 
spares they have in their old workshops. The loft was crammed with 20 hp blocks, P.III 
conrods, various axles, wheels, steering columns, all most reasonably priced. | contented 
myself with a 20/25 damper plate (they always go) and a vast selection of square headed 
bolts. 


At last | had to tear myself away (with an original Lucas tripod spot!) and back 
down the Al to London. | detoured to Hitchin to see C.J.Bendall Automobiles. They 
had yet another example of a boat tail P.| (very nice too) but | was more interested in 
their yard 4 miles away. “Out the back”’ was a very large long-established cemetery of 
RR'‘s, mostly P.| and P.Il and a shed crammed with parts. Several petrol tanks which 
rot-out on cars here if stored for long periods. | tried out a razor-edge 1940 Wraith just 
unearthed from a chicken farm and jolly well it went too. | had previously tried one 
down in Robertsbridge, Sussex, completely restored - except for the brakes, clutch, 
cooling system ... 


Through London, missing all the established dealers around SW1 and on to Jack 
Compston’s RR and B.O.C. at Woldingham. How much better to inspect a P.II wreck, 
or P.III| engine lying around, from the comfort of an upstairs bar. “Out the back’’ were 
the Mk V1 rust-buckets. One really ought to learn one’s lesson and buy these Mk V 1's 
for ‘future reference’. 


| stumbled on a major vintage car auction at Measham, outside Nottingham, on 
the 12th September. It consisted of cars formerly owned by the Rootes group being 
discarded by BLMC and lots of private entries. Some of the prices were very competitive: 
20 hp 1923 DHC £3100; $S.G. 1922 Windsor Cabriolet in superb order £5500; 
A very elegant car 25/30 Saloon. Pristine £1450. 


Other cars of interest were an Arrot Johnson 1913 4000 miles £3400. Sunbeam 
1000 hp racer went to Lord Montagu for £9250; D Type Jaguar £5350; J12 Hispano 
S-de-V 1935 £6650. 


Complaints are filtering through the clubs here of members buying and selling 
constantly, using club facilities, but of course not dealers! As William Boddy says 
(equivocal as he is about RR‘s though not B‘s!) ‘‘the converse argument is that if 
Astronomical valves are set for the better and older cars, at least this means that they 
remain decently preserved and in appreciative (if speculative?) hands’’. 


On my way here through Los Angeles, | inspected Briggs Cunningham's collection 
at Newport Beach. His RR’‘s are really excellent, and presentation is more so, accom- 


panied by an informative catalogue. |’ve counted up 6 people in RR circles through 
members list who live at Le Canadel. Perhaps we could now have a West Wittering 
phase? 
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“Of course sir, if your firm is only interested in 
something to get you there and bring you back 1 
suggest you use public transport. 


BOOK REVIEW by TOM CLARKE 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 1903-1969: A bibliography compiled by 
G.O.L. Paterson, R-R Ltd., August 1969. 17 pages. 


Bentley Motor Cars 1921-1970: A bibliography compiled by 
G.D.L. Paterson, R-R Ltd., July 1970. 15 pages. 


These are excellent bibliographies compiled by the Technical Information Officer 
of the Motor Car Division. Arrangement in both is chronological within the headings, 
namely the marques. 


The author has decided not to list the publications of the Company or the articles 
appearing in Club magazines. This jatter task remains to be done by some erudite 
enthusiast. In addition, he has eschewed, rightly, the ‘‘myth-perpetuating type of 
literature and the more chatty type of magazine’’. Thus are ‘‘Berry and Co.”’ omitted! 


With these reservations, the author has done a commendable job in finding original 
articles on all the cars, from new, and | have only traced a few omissions: J.H. Haynes 
obsequious book ‘’The R-R Manual’ has been missed as well as the Profile Publications 
on the 3cy!., S.G. and P.I, but if you want to find road-tests for your car or biographies 
of the designers or the more critical articles, you will find them here. 


The second bibliography, on the Bentley, has just come to hand and is very catholic 
in itsscope: The author has inciuded articles and books on all Bentley's from 1921. 
Curiously enough, W.O. got off the ground with an experimental car in 1919, leaving a 
2 year gap in coverage on the outside at least! Nevertheless, the extension to include 
W.QO's rather than just post 1931 cars, is a gracious one. 


The author would welcome notification of omissions or suitable inclusions for the 
forthcoming second editions. Then perhaps someone would index club magazines. 
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BEING THE OWNER OF A ROLLS-ROYCE IS STILL A PRIVILEGE 
by DICKER KORP 


(A Report about the Rolls-Royce Sitver Shadow) 


Automobile journalist Dicker Korp, who has tested more than a hundred cars in 
different price ranges, took one of the most expensive limousines, the Rolls-Royce Silver 
Shadow, on a two week test drive. 


In Great Britain this ‘‘Noble-Automobile’’ is considered to be still the most comfortable 
car in the world especially with the unique nickel-plated radiator which rates as high as a 
national monument. The development of a new aircraft turbine however brought financial 
distress to the company which had to dismiss 3,400 employees. The dividend fell from 11.8% 
to 6%, and a similar decrease in the value of R-R shares occurred. Industrial Reorganisation 
Corporation, a State Government Company, invested 44 million dollars in this prestige 
company and is now part owner. According to the manufacturers of Rolls-Royce cars, the 
“Silver Shadow” is the most successful model ever produced. 


Now Dicker Korp's report about the "Silver Shadow”. 


A gentle ‘‘click’’ and an electromotor lifts the driver's seat into the right position, 
another “‘click*’ and the invisible assistant adjusts the seat to the correct distance from the 
steering wheel. “Click’’ again and the window is lowered, “‘click’’ an electromotor 
switches the automatic gear change to “‘drive’’ position. In fact, | discovered altogether 
15 of these ‘‘clicks”’ assistants, that make driving so much more pleasant. Let us have 
another “click’’ for the aerial, but nothing happens. A feeling of frustration is creeping 
up inside me. A Rolls-Royce with a faulty system, that's impossible, but even in a 
Rolls-Royce one has to know left from right, so another ‘’click’’ in the other direction 
and the aerial, that seemed to be stuck in the car, arises. The world seems wonderful 
again. 


SILVER SHADOW: SALOON, 1965 
(The first year of production of this model.) 
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BEING THE OWNER OF A ROLLS-ROYCE IS STILL A PRIVILEGE (Cont'd) 


There is a three year or 50,000 miles guarantee for every Rolls-Royce. It seemed 
unbelievable to me, when | first read these conditions on the warranty papers. In Crewe, 
however, in the English Country of Cheshire, nobody finds this so very extraordinary, 


for the Silver Shadow from Rolls-Royce surpasses any doubt of faulty workmanship. 


Press the accelerator and with a whisper the Silver Shadow is on its way. The wide 
tyres are crunching a few sand grains on the road, the leather of the seats rustles, but that 
is the only noise. Henry Royce, the founder of the Rolls-Royce works, analysed ‘’noise”’ 


asa result of abuse of capacity and faulty workmanship. 


In 1965, five years ago, the Silver Shadow made its first appearance on the market. 
\t is still a very shapely car, but with not quite the enormous outside measurements of 
its predecessors, although still with the traditional bonnet and the unmistakable radiator, 
that carries the Trade Mark of distinction and helps to export 50% of the 2,000 Silver 
Shadows being produced every year, mostly to the U.S.A.. Switzerland imports about 
50 Silver Shadows a year, and France, being the country known for its preference for 
smaller cars, receives about 25 yearly. Germany, known for its high living standard 
brings the figure only up to about 12, which is an unusually low amount. Maybe the 
“Germans” don’t like to show off wealth too much and it is still a privilege and quite an 
affair for them to become the owner of a Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow. Gustaf Gruedgens, 
the superintendent of the Filamburg Play House received some quite envious remarks 
about his decision to choose a Rolls-Royce, but his is still the traditional and somewhat 
cumbersome type. 


SILVER SHADOW: SALOON, 1965 
(The first year of production of this model.) 
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BEING THE OWNER OF A ROLLS-ROYCE IS STILL A PRIVILEGE (Cont'd) 


Today's Rolls-Royce appears to be more modest in its shape, although it is still the 
same 17 foot long, but the manufacturers took into consideration today’s need for tabour 
force and produced a car with light steering, easy handling even in peak hour traffic and 
when parking. It represents more the owner-driver type than the chauffeur. From the roof 
to the tyres there is an excellent arrangement of mechanism (remember the ‘‘click’’) ready 
to go at any time by using the gentle automatic gear control, with Servo steering and Servo 
braking system. Superior standard has always been the most important part in a Rolls- 
Royce. Over 100 feet of hydraulic cable has been installed for automatic adjustment of 
level height, with the weight of just one passenger or when transporting a heavy load. 

High pressure oil pumps prevent the strain on arms and legs when driving, so a Rolls-Royce 
driver has to obtain his daily exercise by playing golf or fishing or maybe hunting would be 
more appropriate. Anyhow one does not drive a Rolls, it is more like spending a few com- 
fortable hours of leisure, driving it seems to be just incidental. With a Rolls-Royce one 
doesn't rush from one green traffic light to the next or show off with the power behind 
this car when overtaking. This is an obvious aspect for a Rolls-Royce and only once ina 
while the owner of a Mercedes Benz 300 SEL, 6.3 or a BMW 6 Cylinder dares to challenge 
this unique automobile, by making it the point, that for much less money one can also 
drive in plenty of comfort. But owning a Rolls-Royce rules out the necessity to show off, 
driving this car is different, in fact it is travelling, not driving and it gives the feeling of this 
“splendid isolation’’, you seem to be alone on the road, nobody else seems to be of any 
importance. If in need of a rest from a busy day, get into the Silver Shadow and relax. 
One should be able to start the day with a Rolls-Royce. Naturally you may take the 
Silver Shadow for a little race, it is powerful enough with its 6.2 litre engine. Horse power? 
You don’t ask such a question about a Rolls-Royce and if you do, the answer is silence at 
first and then maybe a casual “it has enough’’. | guess there must be about 230 hp. 


To eliminate noise has always been the most important factor when constructing the 
Rolls-Royce and no cost is too high to achieve this. The crankshaft has two shock 
absorbers and the cardanshaft has one. Independable suspension, stabilising and shock- 
proofing by long coil springs and McPherson struts comply with the latest standard of 
technique. For maximum isolation against road noise, two separately mounted frames at 
front and rear have been installed, being seperated with stainless steel wool instead of 
rubber to give greater absorption. The luxuriously padded bonnet proves to be another 
splendid shock absorber. 


There is no production line at the Rolls-Royce factory, time is no factor to be 
considered when manufacturing this automobile. This explains fully the high price for a 
Rolls-Royce and also the long guarantee. After being assembled every motor is run for 
3 hours with town gas for complete combustion and this is very important for the first 
few minutes of running-in the motor. After that, there is a 24 hour test with normal fuel. 
Every 50th motor is dismantled for extra examination. Before the last coat of polish is 
applied to the car, there are 10 to 12 applications of undercoat. Every car is tested on the 
road for one week. Fuel consumption is about 12 miles per gallon and there are many 
other, smaller cars, that need the same amount of fuel. Production experts consider the 
elaborate Silver Shadow still inexpensive with its price tag of 95,000 Deutsche Marck, this 
is equivalent to (Aust.) $23,000. It is indeed the most expensive car amongst any other of 
the high priced cars in the world, but still does not cost as much as the even dearer 
Phantom VI with a price of 170,000 D.M. = (Aust.) $42,000. 
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BEING THE OWNER OF A ROLLS-ROYCE IS STILL A PRIVILEGE (Cont'd) 


When | asked if Rolls-Royce ever considered building a cheaper model, the answer 
was, ‘Yes, definitely, but it is our aim to produce the most perfect and safe, tong lasting 
car and that isin our experience not possible for less than the price of our cheapest model. 


And who buys a Rolls-Royce? Lenin owned one, one son of the Krupp family 


drives one, very rich people of any colour, Monarchs and Prime Ministers as well as Pop 
Singers and Quizz Masters. Rolls-Royce can keep up with any one of them. 


(An interesting comment from the land of Mercedes Benz!!! Ed.) 


ERE ROLLS MET ROYCE 


The closing of Lillie Hall in Fulham to make way for a new road marks the end of 
an era for Rolls-Royce. It was bought by C.S. Rolls in 1902 as a service depot for the 
Panhard and Levassor and Minerva cars which he sold before he met Royce two years later. 


Built originally as a skating rink, the hall was absorbed by Rolls-Royce when the 
company was formed in 1906 and has been used ever since as a centre for chassis 
distribution and car testing. 


The late Lord Hives, who became Rolls-Royce’s chairman, started his working life at 


Lillie Hall as a tester with C.S. Rolls. The work done there wil! be carried on at the firm’s 
London service station near Wormwood Scrubs. 
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PLEASE NOTE IN YOUR DIARY THESE EVENTS COMING UP IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE AND PLAN YOUR NEXT WORLD TRIP TO COINCIDE (?) 


AUTOHISTORISKA RALLYT, SWEDEN, MAY 1971 - 23rd May to 30th May 


The Automobilhistoriska Kiubben, the Esso Motor Hotel and The Royal Swedish 
Automobile Club have arranged this 6 day rally through Sweden. 


The rally will start from Gothenburg on Sunday, 23rd May. The town will be 
three hundred and fifty years old in 1971. The first day's run is to Boras, and the second 
to JOnkdping on Lake Vattern. On the third day we reach LinkOping, and the following 
day (Wednesday) is to be a rest day with a visit to the nearby museum for old aeroplanes. 
On the Thursday we go north to Eskilstuna, and on the Friday north again, passing Lake 
Malaren. We will make a stop at the Motor Museum at Skokloster Castle and then stay 
the night in the old university town of Uppsala. On Saturday 30th May the rally finishes 
in Stockholm with a banquet at the Royal Swedish Automobile Club, which faces the 
beautiful harbour and the Royal Castle. 


The rally will be run mainly on the smaller roads, avoiding the big thoroughfares. 
There will be both practical and theoretical tests every day, and special prizes for each 
stage. Swedish television will cover the rally with daily reports. 


The classes will be: 


(a) Antique cars: built up to and including 31st December, 1904. 
(b) Veteran cars: built up to and including 31st December, 1918. 
(c) Vintage cars: built up to and including 31st December, 1930. 


(d) PV T cars: built up to and including 31st December, 1940 
(this class only if entries for the other three classes 
do not total sixty.) 


The entry fee for the rally will be approximately 750 Sw Crs (US $150) and will 
include accommodation from Sunday to Sunday at Esso Motor Hotels, breakfast, lunch 
and dinner, banquet (drinks and beverages excluded), petrol and oil. Price is for one car 
with driver and one passenger. Any additional passenger will be approximately 
350 Sw Crs (US $70). 


Entry forms and additional information are available from ‘“‘Autohistoriska Rallyt, 


KAK, Fack, S-103 20 Stockholm 16, Sweden. It would certainly be good to have a 
Rolls-Royce entered from Australia - see what you can do!!! 


THE 13th INTERNATIONAL VINTAGE CAR RALLY 1972 - New Zealand 


For information on this event contact your branch Secretary. 
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